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Since the completion of the previous supplement (No. 40, 
Mercian Geologist, 19, 200) on British Triassic palaeontology 
the following works on or relating to aspects of that subject 
have been published or have come to the compiler’s notice.
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Back cover photographs
Perhaps just an indulgence of a retiring editor, with 
a few of his own memories of geological sites and 
sights in and around the East Midlands.
Clockwise from top left:
Not quite in the East Midlands, but in Walsall. The 
house collapsed into a mine shaft 90 m deep, which 
had been abandoned, inadequately filled, covered 
and forgotten before the house was built. Two men 
had left the house a few minutes before the collapse, 
after seeing a wall crack that had grown overnight 
and then going to fetch a mobile phone from their 
car  parked on the road. The backfill in the shaft had 
run into the mine galleries below.
A posed photograph at the Hoveringham gravel 
quarry with a well-preserved mammoth tooth that 
had been found there some years previously.
Textbook pillar-and-stall working in the gypsum 
mine at Gotham when it was still active.
Wide open spaces in the Fenlands, which constitute 
a classic geological site with their long history 
of ground subsidence on peat soils since the old 
wetlands were drained to create good farmland.
How many visitors realise that Nottingham’s 
magnificent Rock Cemetery is the site of an old sand 
mine? The five stumps of sandstone between the 
graves in the foreground are the remains of pillars 
that supported the mine roof until the mine was 
intentionally collapsed in 1811, after roof failures 
had rendered it unsafe.
A small fault in Coal Measure rocks, exposed during 
construction of the Ilkeston by-pass; the two bored 
piles of concrete had been installed to stabilise the face 
prior to bulding a permanent retaining wall


